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EXCOMMUNICATION. | ‘incerely worthip the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-| him to consent, without delay, to quit this state of cru- 


arr he 


Dea. Movuvon Neevuam’s Defence before an Ec- 
clesiastical Council, called by the Church to which 
he belonged, with other particulars relating to 
the doings of the Church and Council, 


CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 137. 


First, T shall offer a few ideas negatively, as, no doubf, 
many have a ygfOng iearof it. St. Paul confessed that 
after the way'which some call heresy, worshipped he 
the God of his fathers, but did not confess himself a he- 

otic. It appears evident from this declaration of the 
postle, there were some that accused him of heresy for 
holding to the resurrection of the dead, a very impor- 


taut trait of the doctrine of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 


id, trotas the God of the dead, butof the living. Here | 
i will quote the words of Christ himself, on the resur- | 
rection, at the time the Sadducees questioned him ae | 
+6 And the first took a wife, 

and died without children. And the second took her | 
to wife, and he died childless. And the third; and in| 
like manner the seven also; and“they left no children, 
and died ;”> the woman died aiso. They desired to 
know of Christ, whose wife among the seven she should 
be in the resurrection, ** And Jesus answering, said 
unto them, the children of this world marry, and are 
given in marriage ; but they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world and resurrection from the 
dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage; neith- 


bout the seven brethren. 





iuners, whose object in dying, the just for the unjust, 


or tasting death for every man, was to destroy death, angels ; and are the children of God, being the children 
ind him who had the power of death, that is, the devil ; | of the resurrection.”°-—Luke xx. 34—36. 
and, in abolishing death, has brought life and immortal-! pep. asked the above question with particular reference 


ty to light through the gospel. 

“Here let it be observe d, that the church do not deny 
ihe resurrection of the bodies of all the human family, | 
eithongh by death they become totally inactive. They 
co not deny that this resurrection is wholly effected by 
Christ—not that be has provided a way whereby the 
holy may be raised, if it pleases; but when the last 
frempe t shall sound, all that have experienced a disso- 
lution, must come forth to active life; and that after) 
the resurrection of the body, it will be incorruptible, 
This idea of 


{bat is to say, not subject to dissolution. 
the resurrection agrecs with mine ; of course, this can- 
not be what they have been pleased to term heresy in 
me before the council. My brethren of the church fur- 
ther agree with me, that the immortal soul is of infinite 
ralue; that the body in its greatest health and beauty, 
is not fo be compared with it; yea, that in view of all 
the grandeur of this world, the soul is void or unsatisfied. 
‘They also agree that in sin, it is spiritually dead. That 
all the human family by nature are dead in trespasses 
and sins, and as in corporeal death, is a total inactivity 
of spiritual life ; for death is simply the absence or ex- 
tinction of life 

A very important question now presents itself to view, 
which demands a candid and impartial answer. Did 
Christ as a Redeemer and Mediator between God and 
men, by the great sacrifice of himself, do more, or do 
what he did. more effectually for the body, than for the 
soul? Now if we answer and say that the destruction 
of spiritual death by Jesus Christ, was on condition that 
mankind, while dead, should manifest a desire to enjoy 
a spiritual life, would this be candid? Might it not 
with as much propriety be said to the body, when dead, 
if it will articulate, and say it wants to come to life, 
the atonement of Christ will then become effectual to its 
reanimation? Would it be candid or impartial to pre- 
tend that a resurrection from spiritual death, is condi- 
tional as it respects a part of mankind? I think not. 
St. Paul says, Rom. vi. 23, ** The wages of sin is death, 
bat the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” Then if it be a gift there is no condition 
concerning it. ‘* For by grace are ye saved, through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast.”»—-Eph. ii. &, 
9. Nowif I have been rightly styled a heretic, for be- 
lieving Christ has wrought out salvation for the souls of 
mankind, as fully and completely as he has for their bo- 
dies, so that death and the devil will not reign coeter- 
pal with God himself, while the scripture has denounced 


er can they die any more; for they are equal unto the 


The Saddu- 


to the resurrection of the body; and they were com- 
pletely confuted by Christ’s answer, so that certain of 
the Scribes replied and said, ** Master, thou hast well 
said; but they durst not ask him any more questions. 

If } can onderstand the Janguege that Jesus used in 
{he shove answer, then all whose bodiés shall be raised, 
or that shall be the children of the resurrection, shall 
be equal to the angels, and shall be the children of God’ 
and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Christ, 

The great apostle to the Gentiles, says, 2 Cor. v. 14, 


of unbelief. 





15, ** For the love cf Christ constraineth us, because | 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all | 
lead ; and that he-died for ell,” (or to leave out the | 


° ee » e . . . ; 
tlalic word acded by the translators) ** and he died for! 
‘ i 


wil, that they which jive should not Henceforth live unto 
themselys, bat unto him which died for them, and rose 
again.”? Plainly implying, that ald who shall be subjects | 
of the resurrection, or shall be brought to life, should | 
not live unto themselves, but unto Christ who died for| 
them and rose again; who ascended on high; who led 
captivity itself captive ; and who has received gifts for 
men, yea for the rebellious. ‘* He that is our God, is 
the God of salvation; and unto God the Lord belong 
the issues from death. Now, kind reader, why shou!d 
it be thought a thing incredible that God should raise 
the dead by Jesus Christ our Lord, even those that are 
dead in sin, while the oracles of God say, ** Christ is the 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world,” and while 
propitiation means atonement or satisfactigge for sin? 

Secondly, I shall treat of heresy in a positive point 
of view, namely, to show what itis. The scripture de- 
finition of it, | think, may be given in very few words. 
I conceive it to be a denial of salvation by Jesus Christ; 
or as St. Peter expresses, ** Even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselycs.swift destruc- 
tion.” 

What will be the final end of those that the Lord has 
bought? Is it a proof that he has not bought them, or 
that he will lose his purchase, because they deny Him 
while they are in a state of ignorance? L.et us suppose 
acuse. A father, who has a son captured and made a 
slave to the Alyerines purchases the liberty of his son 
by paying the full price of his redemption. A fellow 
captive, having come to the knowledge of his own ran- 
som, and being about to leave those shores of painful 
slavery, again to enjoy the company of his wife and chil- 
dren in the Jand of liberty and happiness, is informed 
from good authority of the purchase of the son’s liberty. 





their destruction; then 1 confess, that in this way, | 





‘He immediately goes and informs him of it, and entreats 


el slavery, and enter into the enjoyment of his purchas- 
ed freedom; but the son refuses to believe his word, 
and utterly denies the truth of it. Now does his deny 
ing it make it a falsehood? It may surely appear a fale 
hood to him, und he be subjected td all the distressing 
apprehensions of a life of slavery, merely in consequence 
But when he sees the vessel prepared to 
convey him home, his father taking him by the hand 
and presenting a writing which certifies from proper am- 
thority that the price of his redemption is paid in fully 
will he refuse to embark with his father, and enter into 
the enjoyment of his purchased freedom ? 

Leaving the reader to judge for himself, and to apply 
the metaphor, I return to a further notice of heresy. — 
The person that is guilty of heresy, not only condemns 
others in that he denies Christ, as being the Saviour of 
multitudes of his fellow creatures, but himself; for he 
is not certain but he is one of those whom he denies 
being purchased by the Lord, and so brings upon hin- 
He should therefore, by the de- 


self swift destruction. d 
SA man that 


ss = q. ‘ 
cision of St. Paul, be disfellowshipped. 
is an heretic, after the first and second admonition, re- 


ject; knowing that he that is such is subverted, and 


sinneth, being condenined of himself.’ Titus iii, JO, 1k 

Finally. According to St. Paul, as he writes to the 
Galatians, chap. v. in bis catalogue of the works of the 
flesh, which he said were manifest, we find heresy. In 
the sixth chapter he says, “ they themselves who are 
circumcised keep not the law; but desire to have oth- 
ers circumcised, that they might glory in their flesh ;”° 
although it is testified, that every man that is circum- 
cised is a debtor to do the whole law. In another place, 
that as many us are of the works of the law are under 


the curse. He further says, Gal. iii. 21, ** 1f there had 


i been a law given that could have given life, verily right- 


eousness should have been by the law ;” and * if right. 
eousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” 
But the same apostle has also said, that ** Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the lxw, being made a 
curse for us.”” 

Although some may place great dependence jn thei: 
own works or performances, and in this way implicitly 
deny the Lord that bought them, yet I feel to adopt 
the language of the apostle, *‘ But God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our I.ord Jesus Christ.” 
Though I be accounted a heretic, while my fzith is en- 
ly the substance of things hoped for, or prayed for, by 
all denominations of christians, namely, the complete 
holiness and felicity of mankimd, the offspring of God, 
and that entirely by Jesus Christ, who is emphatically 
said to be the Saviour of the world. 

IT can now say with the apostle, “* None of these 
things move me ;’’ and may I be enabled by the spirit 
of xy heavenly Father to give him the first affection of 
my h<art, and manifest that impartial love to all my 
fellow creatures which is required by the Lord of life 
and glory ; with a glorious anticipation, by faith, view 
the time, when sin shall have an cnd, transgression be 
finished, and everlasting righteousness troduced ; when 
God, at the last, sfall reign king of nations as he now 


docs of saints; when there shall be no opposition, but 


sweet subjection and harmony shall prevail in all bis 
vast dominion. MOULTON NEEDHAM. 
REMARKS 
By the Editor of the ** Christean Repository.” 


Ir is worthy of notice, on a careful review of the pro- 
ceedings of this Ecclesiastical Counci] with brother 
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Needham that the heresy for which it condemned him 
in the aggregate, consisted in believing too much in his 
Saviour, and not enorgliin devils, Such appears to be 
the anxiety of the cage divines, composing the afore- 
named Council, te establish their faith of devils, that 
they forget even to mention the name of him whose 
ministers they profess to be. Consequently, in % éhe 
Result of the Council,” which they Lave given us, we 
find a (otal silence respecting the Saviour. In the ques- 
tions which brother Needham stated according to the 
best of his recollection, not a word to this effect is to 
be found. The query is offered, whether those profes- 
sed mivisters of the Lord had not forsaken his work, 
and engaged in the service of another. What do they 
pronounce heretical? Denying the existence of fallen 
angels. What, then is orthodox? Believing in devils, 
and the eternity of devils. To believe in the perpetui- 
ty and power of devils, the endless misery of the wick- 
ed, and a general judgment after the resurrection, that 
begins and opens the horrors of interminable sufferings, 
efe indispensable articles of faith, according to the or- 
thodoxy of this council. Those articles of faith, they 
deem the only indispensable ones, that are immediate- 
iy necessary to the life of the christian. Is it necessa- 
ry to make a man better, that be should believe in the 
doctrine that teaches the endless misery of his fellow- 
creatures, and the perpetuity of devils? If it be, then 
zealously defend it: if not, why for this cause, exclude 
« brother from the church? Should a man have an in- 
correct opinion about fallen angels, have we reason to 
be alarmed? Wiilit injure society? Does any one 
suppose it would prevent the salvation of souls? And 
if he should not fully erubrace our views of judgment, 
shall we pronounce him a heretic? Did the ancient 
apostles ever require a faith in such articles, as pre-re- 
guisites to entering their connexion? But look at the 
spectacle before us; a Council of ministers & deacons 
and an innocent brother bought to the bar to be tried 
for heresy! They pray to God; and had they not 
fold us of this, we could hardly have guessed that God 
was not wn their thoughis. Yor the only images intro- 
cuced as personages in the questions and result of the 
council, were such as they denominate * fallen angels” 
anf ** devils.” 

Let us now Took at some of their questions. ‘* Do 
you believe that all the human family will be saved 2?” 
Ans. ** | believe that Cluiet Is the propitiation for our 
sins, abd pot for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
Fvasion! Deacon Needham: You 
were not asked whether you believe God will save all 


whole world. 


meu; whether the devil wll save them, nor whether 
they will save themselves ; but whether (we ask not 
by whom) **they will be savep? 

St. Paul said, ** God “il! have all men to be saved.” 
Zesus says, “* 1] came down from heaven, not do mine 
own will, but the will of bim that sent me.” Deacon 
Needham prays that tie will of the Lord be done, and 
prays in faith; but t.¢ council has pronounced his 
faith heretical. 

Second and third questions, ‘* Do you believe that 
the angels of heaven fell and became devils??? ‘+ Do 
yon believe the devils will he converted and go to hea- 
ven?” This brings to mind the old story of Job,.— 
+‘ When the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, Satan came also among them to pre- 
sent themselves before the Lord.” In the old council, 
Satan lost his case ; but in this, every decision was in 
his favor, and brother Needham was excluded from the 
church for not believing in his wonderfu! change and 
perpetuity. 

If we could suppose there is any gratitude in the de- 
vil, would he spare a thousand compliments for the 
honor, which that council has endeavoured to confer 
upon him? They have arraigned an innocent brother 
at their bar; they professed to try him for his religious 
sentiments; but their great concern appeared, to know 
his faith concerning this evil character; and they have 
judged himaccerdingly. They find he does not belicye 


jthat was for its good. Neither does our heavenly Fa- 
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in their opinion of his origin; he denies his endless ex- 
istence ; and does not credit his power and dominion, 
to the extent which they profess. They bave therefore 
decided that he should be excluded from the church.— 
Had the friends of this evil and notorious character 
been thus jealous for his name, could they have done 
him a more pleasing service? What then, when his 
professed enemies go so far as to reject a brother for 
denying him? Servants of the Lord, consider these 
things. ‘** Therefore now emend your ways, and your 
doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your God.” 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
mre 
Extract from a letter written by a young gentle- 
man to an aged friend of his, who had seen fit lo 
controvert his religuous sentiments. 

My Frirnp,—Your favour is before me. The two 
questions befere us to be considered are: How does 
Jesus Christ save us from our sins? How does he save 
us from the punishment of oursins? The former we 
both hold he does do; the Jatier | am in opposition to 
you, by saying he does not do! Let us then with can- 
dour go to ‘the law and the testimony.’ 

In regard to the first question—I1ow does Christ save 





us from our sins?) My ideas fall into the same channel | 
with yours, as appears by your communication which | 
was handed me. ‘Phe way in which ke saves us from 
our sins, is, by making known to us the goodness of | 
God. Sce Titus ii. beginning at the 11th verse ; * For | 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared 
io all men, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world, looking for that bless- 
ed hope, & the glorious appearing of the great God & our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniqnity, and purify to himself 
a people zealous of good works.”” Here then is the 
way he saves us from sin. God’s goodness being made 
known to mankind, keeps them from doing evil. It 
teaches them to deny it, in tha same manner that the 
goodness of a natura! father teaches the natural son to 
deny himself any thing that the father dislikes. Love 
will always beget love; and if the nutural son can but 
realize that his father loves Lim, that is, that ihe good- 
ness of the father hath appeared to him, he will Jove 
his father and deny himself every thing the father wish- 
es himto. But here let it be observed, that a good fa- 
ther would never wish a child to deny itself any thing 


ther. His goodness teaches us to deny ungodliness, 
and every worldly Just. Sarely, these things are not 
good for us; and how should we love that parent who 
wills that we shall finally be separated from him? We 
not only have the assurance in this passage that the 
goodness of God makes us good, but we are made ac- 
quainted with the purpose and design of the Almighty 
in causing it to be so; viz, That he might purify to him- 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Here 
we see that-Almighty God works with design. Let 
we then, in the spirit of christian friendship, ask you, 
how you can hold to the belief that he will only puri!’ 
to himself one quarter, or any short of the whole world? 
“What should we think of the natural father who had ten 
sons,and withheld his goodness, or the knowledge of it 
from five of them, when the knowledge of this gooduess 
was the very thing which was to make them good a: 
teach them to deny wicked works? Surely, we shoulc 
tax him with partislity. Let us then be careful bow 
we apply this to our heavenly Father; for he has noth- 
ing to do with partial systems. He says, ** Return un- 
to me for I have redeemed thee,” (not return unto me 
and I will redeem you). As we appear to understand 
each other well on this question, ! shal! only quote on: 
or two passages of scripture in addition to what | have 
previously quoted, that we may not be destitute of « 








thus saith the Lord for all we advance. See Matt. i, 21, 





‘* And she shal! bring forth a son, and thou shalt cal! 
his name Jesus; for be shall save his people from their 
sins’? (not in their sins.) ** And he shall redeem [srae! 
from all his iniquitlies."—Ps cxxx. 8. 

To the second guesition: Llow are we saved from 
the punishment of onr sins? I must say, it cannot be; 
hecatise itis pot reconefeable with seripture and jus- 
tice. See Heb. ii. 2; “For if the word spoken by an- 
gels (the Jaw by Moses and Auron) was steadfast, and 
every transgression received ils Just recompence of re- 
ward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great sulva- 
tion 2”? (the gospel by our Lord.) 1 Peter i. 17, ** Aud 
if ye callon the Father, who without respect of per- 
sons Judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the 
iime of yoursojourning herein fear.” Ps. Ixii. 12, “Al 
so, unto dhee, O Lord, belongeth mercy ; for tLqu ren- 
derest to every man according to his work.?? Thee 
passages are, | conceive, sufficient to shew that man- 
kind are pumshed according to their works, and if so, 
that Christ does not save us from the punishment of 
our sins; besides, if he did, it would not be just. | 
ic not just that sin should receive its punishment? Most 


certainly. Is it just to punish an innocent beiug for 


\ the transgression of another? As certainly it is not 


i 
Then certainly Jesus Christ does not save us froin the 
punishment of our sins, but he does from our sius by 
deterring us from committing them. The fact is, iny 
friend, sin and misery, virtue and happiness are ius p- 
arably connected ; so that sin is its own punisier, and 
virtue its own reward. Leta man be virtuou:, ana he 
is happier than all the wealth of the world can make 
him; but let him be vicious, and his own unbapy iness 
is his punishment. God remains the same yesie:das 

to day, and forever. Our sins have no cffect upon hia 
to make him more unfavourably or favourably dispos- 
ed towards us. Love is his nature; and if he loved us 
when he made us, he must Jove us forever, (or he is 
unchangezble. That sin uakes him appear to be ou: 
enemy, | shall not attempt to deny ; for I know this to 
be the case by my own feelings, whenever | commit a 
wrong action; and [I also know, that we have a tlius 
saith the Lord for it. Look at Colossians i. 21; “*And 
you that were sometimes alicnated, and enemies in your 
minds by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.’ 

That is, reconciled you to him by taking away thi» 
darkness (punishment for cin} from your minds, and 
showing himself again to you all lovely ashe is. Here 
you will perceive the character of Almighty God ay 


{ 
pears with glory by his imn utability, the change being 


. 


iu us, We being reconciled to him, not he to us; tiie 
change is im the creature instead of the Creator, who is 
God over all, blessed forever. 

For sti}l further support of whatis here advanced - 
look at Isaiah lix. 2; ‘* But your iniquities have sep 


“a” 


rated between you & your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isa. xliv. 22, 
** 1 have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, 
and as a cloud thy sins; return unto me for I have re- 
deemed thee.’ Here we see our iniquities have been 
the cause of ovr unhappiness. Unhappiness is misery : 
misery is punishment. The moment we commit sina 
we have its consequences. Our sins come between us 
and our God, and separate his face from us like a cloud 
separating the face of the natural sun. Nevertheless, 
the sun‘is there the same as ever, it is not affected by 
the cloud, it is only obscured to us. Remove the cloud 
& we behold the sun in all his glory, reflecting his beams 
on oll around, and invigorating, and giving anunation 
io the whole earth. So sits our heavenly Father, dis- 
pensing his blessings, and showering down in profuse 
and copious showers upon his ungrateful children the 
good things of this life + nothing stopping his career, or 
turning bim aside. But many of these children, dark- 
ened in their minds by wicked works, cannot behold 
him in his glorious unchangeable situation. ‘Their sins 
are a cloud; they cannot see through it. Every time 
they change, they think he changes also, and feel per 

suaded, that notwithstanding all their changing, he is 
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forever op woeed tothem. But th: anks to his name, he 
bas declared that these clouds shall vanisi—-that the 
sun of righteousness shail arise with healing in his wings 
—that clouds and scuds shall fly before him—that the 
heavens shall appear beautiful and serene—and that his 
beams shall invigorate the souls of all nations, tongues 

nd people, teaching them to give all the glory to him 
for he worketh in them to will and to do of his own 
good pleasure. 

With regard to the point, ** wherein all our differ- 
ence exists,? [T shall now notice it. You state you 
‘have no coubt ‘all will be saved who are in Christ.” 
Were I to speak as plain as the English language would 
permit, | could not use more unequivocal] terms to shew 
thatall men will be gathered into Christ than is used in 

phi. 10. But one or the other of us perverts the 

aszage inch; you interpreting it that all that 

) Christ will be gathered together; while 1 inter- 

tit, that all will be gathered together in Christ, as 
eather together a church under its own government. 
| 


You will see tle passage should read diff-rent to bear 
your construction. It should read thus: That ijl that 
re ia Clri-t might be gathered together in one, even 
ja Christ. Bat this, however, may be considered but 


inconclisive evidence; we will therefore examine the 
context, by which I think it will fairly be shown that 
heirs of this inheritance before the foun- 
If this can be proved, all certain- 
athered together ; 

See 11th verse; 


we were made 
dation of the world. 
ly are in Christ. and without fail be ga 
recollect, we differ no mere, 
co we have obtained an inheritance, being 
according to the purpose of bien wlio 
vorketh all things after the counsel of his own will, that 


wnoen,. 
‘in whom 


ree 
hashietaiad 


glory. 


the praise of the glory of an earthly tribunal? What, 


discharge one who believed what the son said, and hang 
the other who did not believe? Would it be tothe 
praise of his glory? No sir. 
then there is in believing? 

an actual deliverance from death in his own 
And was not the oth- 





lieved, 
mind, the moment he believed ? 
er, in his own mind, under sentence of death in 
quence of his unbelief? But how stands the judg: eve 
Dic the unbelief of the one make the faithfulness of 
the judge without effect? Certainly not; they were 
both forgiven to the gg of his glory. Why was it| 
to the praise of his glory? Because his vercict was im- 
partial and immutable. The fact is, sir, one had wro’t 
out his own salvation in his own mind, zs a boy works 
ont his sum at school, and the other had not. Let us 
therefore work out our salvation, that, when he who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will shail 
have done serving himself with us here, and the shades 
of death thicken around us, we may enter the grave, 
full of faith, with the promised land plain before us. 
1 am your’s sincerely, J. W. 
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REPENTANCE, 





In whom ye also trust, after that ye had} 
the gospel of your salvation, 


ye were seale 


yo Corist. 
eard the word of truth, 
in whom also, sie that ye believed, 


with the holy spirit of promise, which is the earnest of 


sar inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased 
sania unte the praise of his glory.”? There is no 
t St. Paul was speaking to believers in this epistle, 


that his fellow apostles were those who first trusted in 
Carist; and after, his brethren whom he was addressing 
-o believed ay oak their word, which was their con- 


wletron, until the redemption of the purchased posses- 
son, spoken of in the 14th verse; and this purchased 
possession was to come in to the praise of his glory.— 
Now eet were this purchased possession which the a- 
ry the eye of faith was to be brought in, to 
tne glory of God? No less than all things mentioned 
in verse 10th; no less than is mentioned in Rev. y. 13, 
** And every creature which is heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as in the sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I saying, blessing and glory, and 
honour, and power be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.’? Can 


postle saw 


this be any less than the whole human race? Can Jan-!} cand complicated evils, which are so distressing to the 
guage be more comprehensive? You may say, nothing | wretched child of virtue, that were it not for this future 
is said of those in hell in this passage. should suppose | reward he would at once forsake the path of thorns and 
hi 


that this was so comprehensive as to warrant the de- | nettles, and walk in the flowery ways of vice. This 


duction that hell, the devil and all his works were de- ) 


siroyed, of which I could give you proof by referting to | and because 


scripture, did I think it necessary ; one reference will 
be sufficient to prove the whole. Ifthe place of the 
wicked shall be sought, and not found, there must be 
no wicked; all will be made good. See Rev. xx. 13, 
14. Now unless this ** purchased possession”? should 
mean as above, ow can it be to the praise of God’s glo- 
ry. I believe vou are too candid, and understand the 
principles of justice too well to say, that God would 
choose St. Paul and jiis Ephesian brethren in him before 
the foundation of the world, that they should be holy 
before him, having predestinated them unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ according to the good 
pleasure of his will, as appears by verses 4 and 5, and 
then leave out the redemption of the ** purchased pos- 
session,”’ or Jet this possession be less than all mankind, 

and that such a procedure would be to the praise ef his 


ve should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted | 











THERE is a wide difference hetween the arguments 
made use of by our terrific preachers, to induce sinners 
to repentance, and such as the divine teacher employ 
ed for the same purpose. They, full of that zeal which 
, is not according to knowledge, proceed to threaten peo- 
ple with the most excruciating tortures, in the future 
world, if they neglect to repent of their sins in this life. 
They are very careful to say nothing of the evi) conse- 


quences of sin in this world, with a 
transgressors to reform their lives; nor do they notice | 
' 


such tiifles as the beneficial fruits of righteousness 
in the present tense, as adequate means to induce } 
to a virtuous mode of living. Quite differently from 
this, they, for some cause which we are not able to de- 
termine, frankly acknowledge that they would live in 
all manner of sin in the present life, were it not for the 
fear of this awful punishment hereaficer. And they con- 
tend, that were it not for this terror, vice of every de- 
scription would find a willing patron in every human 
heart, and a faithful vassal in every human passion. As 
to the reward of good works, this is to be expected in a 
future world, as God in his providence has seen fit to 
frown on righteousness, in this mortal state, wiih a thou- 








kind of preaching has been fashionable for a long time, 
itis so the people endeavour to content 
themselyes with it, for there is no stronger price, than 
the pride of fashion. And the wicked have found out 
a way, or rather the preacher has found it owt for them, 
to acconmmodate the doctrine of repentance to the con- 
venience of their unlawful indulgences; for it is under 
stood that repentance any time before death is as sure 
of the hereafter reward, as the most early and persever- 
ing piety. But after all the preachers are in great won- 
der and even astonishmeut because the wicked are not 
more zealous to repent, when it is evident that their 
preaching is the cause of this amazing procrastination. 
if a parent should reprimand his child for neglecting to 
cleanse his face and hands, and should be tell the indo- 
lent sloven if he did net wash his face and hends before 
he was twenty-one, he should not share a cent of his 


Would such a procedure, such a system, be (o| ten the child seven years of 
work of cleansing? Would 
sir, should we think of that judge here on earth, who| the present, some thirteen ycars hence perhaps it will 
had two culprits awaiting the day of their execution, | be convenient to use a little clean water, which is now 
who, after he had authorised bis son in the most frieud-| so very disagreeable? But ¢ 
ly manner to inform them he had pardoned them, should | told in the morning, when the appetite is well set for 
food, that it should have no breakfast until its face and 
bands were thoroughly cleansed, how soon would this 
You may ask what use} goud work commence, and with what avidity would it 
Had not the one who be-| be executed! 


| holiness, 


ace, to be zealous in the 


not say, all is well for 


hould the unclean child be 


When our Liessed Saviour commenced bis preaching, 
he said to a sinful generation; ** Repent, for the king 
dom of heaven is at hand.’? This was the inducement 

which divine wisdom held out to Iead sinners to repent- 
ance; and it agrees with the testimony of the apostle, 

vyho argued, that the goodness of God leads men to re- 
pentance. The kingdom of heaven.is a kingdom of 
righteousness, of holiness, of purity, of love, of eharity, 
peace in believing, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Saint 
Paul says; ‘*'The kingdom of heaven is not meat and 
drink ; but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Hoiy 
Ghost.’’? Jesus said nothing about tormenting people 
in a future state, that the terrors of such torment might 
induce them to repent of their sins ; nor did he promise 
them a hereafter of everlasting bliss, if they yiélded obe- 
dience to the rational commands of moral righteousness. 
The reason is obvious; he would not, on the one hand, 
that there could be any thing worse, as 
the recompense of sin, than the natural consequences 
inseparably connected with it; nor on the other, that 
ighteousness, love, peace and joy needed any 


induce a belief, 


extraneous compensation to make them the choice oj 
the rational mind. 

If we were to persuace a liar to discontinue his 
wicked practice, and to speak the truth at all times,. 
} the inducements most proper, and those which would 
have the most natural effect on the mind, would be the 
natural consequences which are necessarily connected 
with the manner of kife he should live. Should he con- 
tinue in falsehood he must lose the confidence of socie- 
ty, which is the natural punishment of his folly; but 


view to influence { should he reform, bis neighbours would delight in his 


heonversion, and charitably lend him their confidence, 
which is the natural reward of speaking the truth.~— 
Look on the intemperate man, who-has indulged his ap- 
petite unti) his faculties and his fortune are all in ruins, 
inen ask the question whether intemperance be not 
punished in the present state ? To assist in this impor- 
tant inquiry, go to the house of the decent, the prudent, 
the industrious, the temperate, and sce every thing thot 
is desirable ; a cheerful happy companion, dutiful pron- 
ising children, and at least, a competency of the neces- 
saries and conveniences of life; then ask whether virtue 
be not rewarded in the present state? 

Having given these bints, a hope is enterteined that 
our readers will go on and continue the investigation, 
apply our mode of reasoning to all the vices and to all the 
virtues, by which, we think, the most proper induce- 
ments to repentance, and the practice of virtue are pre- 
sented to the mind. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by Rev. Mr. Eaton, Mr. James Weat- 
worth to Miss Abigail Dunbar. 

Ry the Rev. Baldwin, Rev. Samuel C. Dillaway, oi. 
Charlestown, to Miss Elizabeth H Allen. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. George L. Davenport to 
Miss Harriot Barber. 

By Key. Dr. Freeman, Doct. Shelomith 8. Whipple 


to Miss Fanny Kroeger. 
Mr. Nathbau Fisher to Miss Elizabeth G. Champney. 











DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Betsey, wife of Mr. Isaac Jenk- 
ins, aged 34.—Mr. ‘Thomas Peabody, 50.--Edward W il- 
kinson, 16.—Mrs. Havunah Jenkins, wife of Mr. Elijah 
Jenkins, 26.—Mrs. Esther Lilley bridge, 63.— Miss Est- 
her B. Holmes, 18.—Mrs. Mary Smith, 70. 

in Thompson, Con. Mr. Aaron Clough, aged 22. 





large estate, is if supposable that such terror would has- 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
aan 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. S1r—The following pieces of poetry were found 
in the writings of the late Rev. Henry Williams of Lev- 
erett, who was a man of liberal sentiment ana a friend 
to truth; if you think they are worthy of publication, 
you will insert them in the Magazine. PETER. 

Halifax, Vt. Feb. 1821. 

GOD MANIFESTED IN NATURE. 
WOULD you but open nature’s book, 
And on its pages wisely look ; 

Would you but reason make your choice, 
And follow her commanding voice; 





You could not but believe in God, 
Who spread the vast expanse abroad ; 
Who earth’s foundation firmly laid, 
And every world and creature made, 


Whose pow’r ordains and points the way, 

Of sun and moon from day to day ; 

Who planets form’d, who plac’d the stars 
> In beav’n’s high arch, and rules the spheres. 


Who gives its motion to the earth, 
Whence day and night receive their birth ; 
Whence seasons in succession sure, 

Cease not for ages to endure. 


Whom do the winds and clouds obey, 
Who does the temptest’s rage allay, 
Who make the vapours gently rise, 
And show’rs of rain pour from the skies. 


When lightnings flash and thunders roar, 
When billows rush-from ehore to shore, 
When heav’n assumes-her awful form, 
Who sin the whirlwind and the storm. 


When empires either fall or rise, 

When worldly grandeur thrives or dies, 
Who marks the bounds, directs the cause, 
And governs al! by perfect laws. 


Who gave their being and their place, 
To Adam and his numerous race ; 

Who form’d and rais’d us from the earth, 
Shields and protects us from our birth. 


Look at your frame ; survey each part; 
The breathing lungs, the beating heart, 
The flesh, the bones, the blood, the veins, 
The nerves, the fibres, and membranes. 


‘The senses, limbs, each in its-place, 

The system view, its order trace, 

And ask, whose pow’r, whose matchless thought, 
This fabric into being brought? 


But cease not here ; again inquire, 
Who did this frame with life inspire ? 
Who form’d the bright, the noble mind, 
For immortality designed ? 


A God, a God, all nature cries! 

A God ciernal and all-wise! 
Creation loud her witness bears, 
And providence his name declares. 


Heav’n, earth and ocean all combine 
To magnify his pow’r divine; 
Creatures unite with one accord, 
The great 1 AM to sound abroad. 
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BROTHERLY LOVE. 
COME brethren let us walk in love, 
As Christ hath loved us; 
Soon we shall join the choir above, 
In unity and peace. 


With christian meekness let us here 
Sweetly commune as one ; 

Each member unto Christ is dear, 
As though am only son. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Wash’d by the same atoning blood, 
By the same grace made free, 

Each should rejoice in other's good, 
With christian charity. 


Christ is our common friend and head, 
Our life, our hope, our all ; 

Each member unto sin is dead, 
Each loves the gospel call. 


We're trav’ling thro’ this wilderness, 
‘To beay’n our common home ; 
Let each one bear the Saviour’s cross. 


T 


''ntil we thither come. 


O let us then with meckness pure. 
Live and rejoice in love ; 

Mingling our tears while pains endure, 
Waiting for rest above. 


From the Richmond Congiler, 
awe 
THE ROSE OF SHARON. 
‘* J am the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valiies.” 
GO warrior, pluck the laure! bough, 
And bind it round thy reeking brow ; 
Ye sons of pleasure! blithly twine 
A chaplet of the purple vine ; 
And beauty, cull each blushing flower, 
That ever decked the sylvan bower, 
No wreath is bright, no garland fair, 
Unless sweet Sharon’s rose be there. 
The laurel branch will droop and die, 
The vine its purple fruit deny, 
The wreath that smiling beauty twin’d, 
Will leave no lingering bad behind ; 
For beauty’s-wreath and beauty’s bloom, 
in vain would shun the withering tomb, 
Where nought is bright and nought is fair, 
Unless sweet Sharon’s rose be there. 


Bright blossom! of immortal bloom, 
Of fadeless hue and sweet perfume, 
Far in the desert’s dreary waste, 

In lone neglected beauty placed, 
Let others seek the blushing bower, 
And cull the frail and fading flower, 
But I'll to dearest wilds repair, 

If Sharon’s deathless rose be there. 


When nature’s hand with cunning care, 
No more the opening bud shall rear, 
But hurl’d by heaven’s avenging sire, 
Descends the earth-consuming fire ; 
And desolation’s hurrying blast, 

O’er ali the saddened scene is past, 
There is a clime, forever fair, 

And Sharon's rose shall flourish there. 
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MACKLIN’S ADVICE TO HIS SON, 

I have often told yon, that every man must be the 
maker or marrer of his own fortune. I repeat the doc- 
trine ; he who depends upon incessant industry and in- 
legrily, depends upon patrons of the noblest, the most 
exalted kind; they are the creators of fortune and 
fame, the founders of families, and never can disappoint 
or desert you. ‘They contro] all human dealings, and 
turn even vicissitudes of unfortunate tendency to a 
contrary nature. You have genius, you have learning, 
you have industry af femey, but you want perseverance; 
without it you can do nothing. I bid you wear this 
motto in your mind constantly—Persevere, 


— +o 


The Apostle Peter says, ** The Lord is not willing that 
any should perish, but that al] should come to repent- 
ance.” I heard a Calvinistic minister quote this text 
lately, and in attemptiug to explain it, said, that the 
expression must be qualified; for, if the Almighty abso- 
Jutely willed the salvation of all the buman family, they 
would infallibly be saved ; but that it is evident they nei- 
ther are nor will be all saved, therefore, God cannot 
will it. Now what is this, but giving the lie direct to 
an inspired apostle? and yet this man receives an enor- 
mous salary for preaching doctrines of grace, as they are 





unhapily cajled. [W.Y. Gos. Herald, 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, 





A PROCLAMMTION, 
FOR A DAY OF FASTING AND PRAYER. 


To whatever attainments the buman understanding 
;may have reached in its researches into the poperties 
land laws of the natural werld; or however successfy! 
may have been the efforts of human reason and ingen- 
uity, in multiplying and improving the productions ot 
the earth. and the means of rendering existence in this 
world pleasant and desirable, we are continually im- 
pressed, by the striking occurrences of life, with a sense. 
not only of our own intrinsic weakness, but of our ult;- 
mate dependence for all our individual & social enjoy 

ments, on the inscrutable but almighty energy of tly 

great Firet Cause of all things: On this impresion, u- 
nited with a belief of the goodness of Gop manifested 
to us, as well in his providential goverment, as in his sy - 
; cial communications ef divine mercy, is founded the pro- 
priety of observing seasous for publicly imploring the fa- 
vor and benedictions of Heaven: 

} have therefore thought fit to appoint, and by and 
with the advice and consent of the Couneil, I do here- 
by appoint THURSDAY, the rie7TH DAY or Apnii 
next, to be observed as a day of fasting and praye: 
throughout this commonwealtii. And the people o: 
every religious denomination are requested to assen.h! 
at their respective places of public wor-hip on that day. 
unitedly and devoutly to seek for the blessing of Ai 
mighty Gep on all their interests and concerns : on the i: 
Agriculture, that the land may yield plentifully both fo: 
man & beast; on their Commerce & Manufactures, thes: 
Navigations and Fisheries; on the President of the Unik 
ed States, and the National Gevernment; on the G. 
ernments of the respective States; on all Judges sit 
Couris of Justice ; on the Mivistersof Religion, the Ly- 
structors of Youth, and the rising generation ; on ou 
University, Colleges, and Schools of learning, und en a) 
Institutions formed for enlightening the minds, impro. 
ing the morals, and increasing the prosperity of the con.- 
munity, 

And while we invoke the divine blessings on our cuu- 
oerns as man and inembers of soriety, way we baw our- 
selves before the Supreme Majesty of Heaven, and wilt 
fuitable humility end confession of sins, implore | is. :- 
wising grace through the mediation of his Son: and 1 
the religion of the gospel may be better understooc 
it may universaliy pevail, and become the cons¢ jut: 
and hope of the whole bumen kind. 

And the people are requested to abstain from oll |.- 
bor and recreations inconsistent with the selembities ¢ 
tie day. 

Given at the Council Chamber in Boston, ti: six- 
teenth day of February, in tie year of our l.ord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one ; 
and in the forty-fifth year of the Indepencenc> 
of the U. S. of America. 





JOHN BROOKS. 
God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 











FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication os 
the Universalist Meeting House in Roxbury, Jan. 4ti, 
821, by Hosea BALuov, of Boston,—Text, Malach: 
iti. 10; ** Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, 
that there may be meal in mine house, and prore me 
now herewith, sarth the Lord of hosis, if I wall noi 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you eul a 
blessing, that there shall nut be roem enough to reecive 
a.” 


A SERMON, delivered before the Universa!- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosHvuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 


The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins ys. the Bible 


and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 


A SERMON, delivered at the Dedication of 
the new brick Meeting House in Milford, Jan. 10, 1824, 
by Hosea Ballou, of Boston---Text, Isaiah ii. 3. 


A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rey- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Knceland’s serious 
inquiry into the authenticity of the same.—By HosEA 
Bauovu, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and So- 
ciety in Boston. To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr Buckminster, and the 
Rev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 
ches in Portsmouth, N. H. and the Rev. H. BALuov, 
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